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Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

Director-General,  

 

It is my pleasure to see you all here today for the launch of the ICT 

Competency Framework for Teachers (ICT CFT). The ICT CFT is an 

integral part of UNESCO’s intersectoral initiatives for ICT in 

Education.  

 

As stated by Ms Bokova, the Director-General of UNESCO,  in her 

opening remarks, the current version of the ICT Competency 

Framework for Teachers is an 2011 update of the original version 

published in 2008 and is the result of the successful continued 

partnership between UNESCO and private sector partners such as 

CISCO, INTEL, ISTE and Microsoft. I am also glad to greet the 

President of the Commonwealth of Learning, who is a longstanding 

UNESCO Partner.  

 

We are fortunate today to have with us on these panel 

representatives of the diverse team that has developed the ICT CFT 

Version 2 to discuss the various aspects of this important 

document.  
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Mr Qian Tang, Assistant Director-General for Education will be 

speaking on the contribution of the ICT CFT in meeting EFA goals.   

 

Reflecting the important public-private partnerships that 

characterize the development of this publication, we will then have 

interventions from Mr Paul Hengeveld, Director, United Nations, 

Microsoft and Mr. François Ledoux, Corporate Affairs Manager, 

Intel Corporation.  

 

Representing a major Inter-governmental body, Sir John Daniel will 

then address the UNESCO/COL work plan where this publication 

also played an important role.  

 

We will then open the floor for questions briefly.  

 

Mr Indrajit Banerjee, Director, Division for Knowledge Societies will 

then make the closing remarks for this launch.   

  

Ladies and Gentleman,  

  

The main premise behind the development of this publication is 

that modern societies today are increasingly based on information 
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and knowledge. They need to create the conditions to allow their 

workforces to have ICT skills to handle information and be able to 

be creative, and adept at problem solving in order to generate 

knowledge. Teachers need to be equipped to foster these skills.  

 

Version 2 of the ICT CFT was developed through a cross-sectoral 

Working Group and in consultation subject matter experts from all 

UNESCO regions. It was also peer-reviewed by an international 

panel of renowned specialists in the field.  

 

The Framework is arranged around three different approaches for 

teaching which teachers need to master to better use ICT in their 

classrooms to support their students’ learning.  The first is 

technology literacy which aims to enable students to use ICT in 

order to learn more efficiently. The second is Knowledge Deepening 

for enabling students to acquire in-depth knowledge of their school 

subjects and apply it to complex, real-world problems. The third is 

Knowledge Creation which aims to enable students, as future 

members of the workforce to create the new knowledge required 

for more harmonious fulfilling and prosperous societies.  
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The ICT CFT focuses on teachers in primary and secondary schools. 

However, this approach can generally be applied at all levels of 

education, primary, secondary, vocational and higher education, as 

well as on-the-job and continuing education. They also have 

implications for different educational stakeholders; not just 

teachers.  

 

The use of new technologies in education implies new teacher 

roles, new pedagogies and new approaches to teacher education. 

The successful integration of ICT in the classroom will depend on 

the ability of teachers to structure the learning environment in new 

ways to merge new technology with new pedagogy. The teaching 

skills of the future will include the ability to develop innovative 

ways to use technology to enhance the learning environment and 

to encourage technology literacy, knowledge deepening and 

knowledge creation.  

 

The Framework is intended to inform educational policy makers, 

teacher-educators, providers of professional learning and working 

teachers on the role of ICT in educational reform. 
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Version 2 of this document has put the Framework in the 

perspective of   larger national ICT in education policies, reflecting 

UNESCO’s overall objective to harness ICT in education to support 

EFA goals and lifelong learning.  

  

The Version 2 of this Framework, which introduces detailed 

reference appendices with examples of syllabi and exam 

specifications, is intended to guide teachers on how to best use the 

ICT available in their schools to improve students’ learning.  The 

appendices can also be valuable tools for governments in shaping 

their education policies. They can serve as a reference source for 

providers of professional learning. For teacher educators, the 

appendices introduced in the Version 2 of this document can be 

used to develop full curricula for courses on ICT competencies.  

 

This version also includes a detailed glossary of terms to ease the 

establishment of a common understanding of terminology around 

ICT in education.  

 

The ICT CFT will be translated into the 6 UN languages, and 

disseminated to UNESCO Member States through different fora 

over the next biennium. 
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UNESCO stands ready to accompany Member States in the 

application of the Framework to national teacher training needs, 

and linking it to broader interventions in teacher training, and ICT in 

education in the coming biennium. 

 

In addition, UNESCO will continue its advocacy for the ICT CFT 

framework as part of comprehensive ICT in education approach. It 

will be ready to provide direct assistance to Member States through 

a cross-sectoral approach at national or regional level.   

 

UNESCO with its partners will analyze the results of the application 

of the ICT CFT Version 2 periodically and make adjustments to this 

framework to reflect the dynamic evolutions in technology and 

pedagogical practice.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

Above all, we hope that this document will be read as an important 

statement by UNESCO and its partners on how teacher education, 

particularly in developing countries, can increase the effectiveness 
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of teachers and enable school students to become engaged and 

productive members of their society.  

  

Thank you for your attention.  

  

  

 

 


